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published as Kawika was Stamped: An 
Anti-Travel Novel, which was eventually 
recreated into a visual novel. With a per-
sona that encapsulates his mixed ethnic 
background from his family in Hawaii, he 
could express his thoughts and feelings 
in a less restrained way through becom-
ing Kawika. Regardless, video games re-
main an integral part of both identities. 
As for Kawika’s upcoming book Of Float-
ing Isles: On Growing Pains and Video 
Games, he describes it as “part memoir, 
part video game analysis, part cultural cri-
tique of the world of games and our own 
political social moments growing up.” 
“But I will say Of Floating Isles is proba-
bly the first book I’ve written, where I had 
a big audience in mind. I really wrote it to 
help people who were like me growing 
up, I guess, whatever that means, and 
who play games and feel like nobody 
understands them.”

At the end of the day, there is no identity 
like fatherhood. Chris chose “father” as 
the identity that currently represents him 
the best as he explained his pastime with 
his son: playing Roblox together. “So it’s 
just like a really amazing thing that does 
speak to my love for games, because 
games are kind of childish. You have to 
be willing to be silly and weird, and play-
ing with a kid all day is kind of a way to 
get into that mindset. And also try to ap-
preciate it while you can.”

At the end of the interview, the editori-
al team brought a small gift for Chris —a 
classic fighting game for kids in Hong 
Kong named Little Fighter 2 (小朋友齊
打交). Through the 15” screen, WASD 
and several other keys, he explored the 
game intuitively, and quickly picked up 
the controls and combos, and easily won 
several fights. Ultimately, the charm of 
video games comes down to, as Chris 
described, childlike curiosity towards the 
constructed world inside the game. That 
is how a father connects with his son, and 
connects with anyone else.
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Finding Your Footsteps: 
A Walk with Prof. Vincenz Serrano

On a rainy Friday afternoon, the streets of Sham Shui Po were 
bustling with people. Professor Vincenz Serrano and his stu-

dents wove through the crowd, stopping at seemingly ordinary lo-
cations and listening to the sounds surrounding them.

They knocked on air vents at a bus stop, listening to the clattering 
of umbrellas against metal pipes. In an underground tunnel, they 
recorded the footsteps of passers-by on their phones. During this 
soundscape-themed walking tour, they opened their ears to expe-
rience the uniqueness of Hong Kong.

As they navigated through the busy urban area, the final stop of 
the walking tour was Garden Hill. Under a pavilion, they shared the 
various sounds they had encountered over the past few hours, such 
as different types of birds chirping and vendors yelling into micro-
phones, selling goods on the streets. They were surprised by how 
the sounds varied depending on the weight of what people were 
carrying and how the rhythm changed when butchers were chop-
ping meat.

Field trip: Discovering the sounds of Sham Shui Po

“In video games, you fail 
constantly, and you just restart 

and respawn. And to me, that’s 
always like a crucial part of any 
kind of writing or research. You 
have to really be willing to fail 
and enjoy it a little bit. And it 
takes a lot of work working in 

those multiple spaces.”
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After we left the windy Garden Hill, we chatted 
with Vincenz in a cozy coffee shop, sharing 

his life in Hong Kong. He describes himself as an 
easy-going traveller who enjoys exploring a city 
on foot and savouring street food. He likes eating 
stinky tofu in Mong Kok and walking in Tai Po be-
fore doing grocery shopping. He mentioned vis-
iting the Australia Dairy Company (澳洲牛奶公司), 
a cha chaan teng (茶餐廳) famous for its fast pace 
and sometimes rude waiters. “I did not get shout-
ed!” He said proudly. 

As a scholar, he reads extensively, so when travel-
ling, he inevitably connects the literature he has 
read with the scenery around him. He enjoys nov-
els by Nick Joaquin, a Filipino writer who once 
lived in Hong Kong. The story of his novel The 
Woman Who Had Two Navels is closely related to 
the city. He said, “Some of the scholarly dimension 
in me is like matching what Nick Joaquin is saying 
in the novel with the places I am walking in. He has 
scenes describing the Harbour, and he references 
Wan Chai and the Peak.” 

Exploring Hong Kong’s cityscape

Everyone puts labels on themselves or is labelled 
by others. Our lives are inseparable from the 

constant awareness of our identities at any given 
moment. When asked which identity Vincenz be-
lieved best represented him, he paused for a long 
time, reflecting on the complexity of identity. He 
said, “You can’t deal with other people unless you 
have a strong sense of who you are. But the mo-
ment the strong sense of identity becomes forced 
upon other people, it becomes wrong; it becomes 
an imposition.”

A poet that walks around, 
the Identity I can’t deny 

Instead of choosing the identity that represents 
him most, he opted for one he could not deny: 
“a poet that walks around.” He explained that the 
more he explores certain places, the more he real-
izes he is only scratching the surface. 

Walking, as an essential element that constitutes 
identity, is fascinating because it is an active be-
haviour. It involves a process of discovery, search-
ing, and choosing where to focus your attention. 
Poetry also plays an important role in his life, as he 
can use words to uncover unexpected insights.  

“When you walk around, you have to be open to 
what you see and hear. As you are walking around, 
there is a parallel activity happening in your mind. 
You think about your family and things you have 
to do. It’s an interesting conjunction of what’s hap-
pening outside and what’s happening inside.” 

During the walking tour, we noticed that Vincenz 
primarily took photos of streets and buildings. He 
explained, “I am kind of shy about taking pictures 
of people, but buildings won’t shout at me when I 
take a picture of them.” At the end of the interview, 
we took some photos of him, and he appeared a 
little shy. So, we chatted while filming, capturing 
his naturally cheerful smile. 

“You think you understand the place, 
but when you see another area, 

your perceptions of that place change. 
In today’s walk, I understood Sham Shui Po

 is a busy commercial area with 
housing projects, 

but when we went up the Garden Hill, 
‘Oh this is a new perspective. 

I did not expect that.’” 


